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Comparedtotherestoftheworld, NorthAmericaoftenseemstobetheepitomeofallthings
super-sized. Weliveinhousesandapartmentsthatwouldbeconsideredgiganticinmanyparts
oftheworld. Wefillupourhouseswithstuff, thenwefillupourgarages (atrueluxuryformost
intheworld) withstuff, andoftenenduprentingself-storageunitstohandletheoverflow! A
wholecottageindustryhassprungupjustarounddealingwithforgottenandabandonedstorage
units. 
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Yettherearethosewhohavefoundthathavingallthatstuffdoesn’tnecessarilyleadtogreater
happiness. Infact, dealingwithallthepossessionsinourlivescanitselfbecomeasignificant
sourceofstress. Nowthere’sanewmovementafootthatsaysenoughisenough. It’sthesmall

movement, butitmakesabigimpactinanumberofimportantways.  house
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Goingsmallinhousesneedn’tbeasdrasticasHenryDavidThoreau’scabinnearWaldenpond,  
a150-square-footstructurehelivedinduringthemid-1840s. Hedidsoinordertolivemore
deliberately (asheputit). Buthisexampleraisesaveryclearpointaboutbuildingandlivingina
smallhouse – itmustbedoneverydeliberately. Everythinghasitsplaceandtheremustbea
placeforeverythinginasmallhouse. That’spartofthedesignchallengelaidoutbysmall-house
designerslikeBillRandallofandScottSampson.  
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Randall, whofoundedthesimpleHOUSE, hascreatedseveralsmallhouseplansrangingbetween
1,024to1,056square-footdesigns. They’redesignedwith andtwobaths, radianttwobedrooms
floorandpassivesolarheating, andhavethepotentialforENERGYSTAR, LEED, and
Passivhauscertifications. Onapersonallevel, Randallisintheprocessofmovingfroma2,700- 
square-foothometoonethatisonly1,600-square-feet, butheexpectsthesmallhousetofeeljust
aslargeasthebiggerone. Asheputsit, it’saboutmakingthebestuseof “sharedspace, multi- 
usespace, openness, naturallightandaconnectiontotheoutdoors…keepingbedroomsand
bathssmaller (theyareroomsyoudon’tspendasmuchwakingtimein) andputtingthatspace
intothelivingareaswhereyouactuallyspendmostofyourtime.”  
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TheSmallHouseMovement

TheSmallHouseMovement. 
Amovementtowardsthearchitecturallysmallandsimplifiedlifestyle. 

Inoneword:  

Downsizing
Typicallynomorethan500squareft, thesedelightfullycompactdwellingsofferquality
ratherthanquantity.  



Whilesomepeopleprefertousethemasextensionstotheirhouses, businessoffices, or
vacationcabins, manypeopleareadoptingthemintoamorecost-savvylifestyledueto
environmentalconcerns, financialhardshipsandseekingmoretimeandfreedomfor
themselvesandfamily.  

Tossingoutallthesuperfluousclutterandmaterialisticmuckandswappingitforasmarter
livingspace, thatevenhastheoptionofcomingwithwheels!--howcanyoubeatthis??  

IhappeneduponthismovementquitebyaccidentbutIamcompletelycaptivatedbythis
kindoflifestyle.  

Doweseriouslyneedallthejunkstuffaroundourhousethatwesay "weneed?" Really?? 

FromwhatIhaveuncoveredaboutthisMovement, thebiggestpositivebenefitisthehuge
reductioninenergy/utilitycostswhichequalsmoremoneyinyourwalletattheendof
thedayandhowmuchtimeyou'llsavewhenitcomestoupkeepandmaintenance??  



Theyrangefrom70sqfttoarounda1000orso...reallyitisuptoyou. Youcanbuildit
fromscrapsandsalvagedmaterialforbasicallynothing-asIhavereadfromsome
homeowneraccounts, orbuythesuppliesyourselftobuildthemforanywherefrom
18,000-$60,000 (justroughestimates).  

TumbleweedTinyHousesisonesuchsupplierofthesereadytobuildsmallhomesoryou

herecancheckouttheirblog withmodelsandfloorplans.  

Ilovethesimplicityandfreedomthesehomesoffer. Theyaretooadorable!! Ihadtopost
likeatonofphotosbecausetheyaresodarling.  

I.Want. One. 


